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Look around you in Manor Park and East Ham. 
What do you see?

People, cars, buses, lorries. Rows of shops along the Romford Road 
and High Street North, fast food outlets. Schools, community 
centres and parks. Long straight rows of houses, blocks of flats.

You may also see many places of worship – churches, gurdwaras, 
mosques and temples.

Manor Park and its Heritage

The population has changed so much since then but 
YOU are part of the continuing story! 
What will this area be like in 2116? 
Will your descendants still be living here? 

You can use the Newham Story website to do more research. 
The web address is www.newhamstory.com
There you can find fascinating pictures and maps 
of the area and amazing facts about history.
We hope you enjoy learning more about the 
interesting place where you live.



It is hard to imagine that only 150 years ago, very little of this 
existed. If you had been walking around here then you would have 
been able to see the Manor House, a couple of railway stations, a 
prison and a few houses and pubs. The rest was fields. The land was 
farmed for produce grown to feed the population of London.

This is a picture of East Ham Station in about 1858 before it 
became part of London Underground.

It looks a bit different now!What sort of people lived in Manor Park before you? 
Did you know that in the 1911 census only 1.9% of the 
population were not British? 



The Romford Road, Church Road, Little Ilford Lane and High 
Street North were the only roads here for centuries.

It is even harder to imagine Roman  soldiers walking through 
here but they did! Can you guess which road is an ancient 
Roman Road? 

It’s the Romford Road, which goes from the city of London to 
Colchester.
We have some other ancient sites here – St Mary’s in Church Road 
near Little Ilford School (formerly known as Little Ilford Parish 
Church) dates back to the 12th Century, although the present 
building is 17th century. 

It looks like a country church in this picture.

There are several colourful contemporary embroidered hangings 
by East London Textile Arts around the church.

St Barnabas is one of the largest buildings in the area. Keep your eyes 
open for other buildings of architectural interest. Can you find any 
that look similar to St. Barnabas? 
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But the history of the area goes back much further … recently 
during the rebuilding works at Little Ilford School remains of 
Neolithic pottery were found – maybe 5000 years old! 

The site of an Iron Age round house was also excavated. They 
found loom weights on the site, which means the people who lived 
there must have been spinning and weaving wool to make fabric. 
Roman pottery shards have also been discovered. 

It was only when the City of London Cemetery was built in 1856 
that the area started to grow and houses and shops were built.
Have a look at this picture of Third Avenue from around 1920. 
Few people in Britain could afford to own a car.

There is a small strawberry plant in the stained glass 
window. This was the architect’s secret signature. The St. 
Barnabas Heritage Project uses it as a motif. Find out the 
significance of the strawberry on the heritage website!

Other things to look out for in the church 
include the war memorial naming men in the 
parish who lost their lives in WW1, and two 
carved and gilded angel candlesticks.



And in winter all the chimneys would be smoking as houses were 
heated by open coal fires, contributing to the terrible London “smogs”.

What sort of house do you live in?
It could be Victorian, Edwardian, Post-War, 
maybe even  a block of 1960s or modern flats.

Manor Park was quite a posh place in the early 20th century – it was 
sometimes called ‘the Mayfair of the East End’ and only relatively rich 
people could afford to live here. 

Is it still the same now?

These pictures show the carved fish on the stone font, and the view of 
the ceiling inside the church. It looks a bit like an upturned boat. The 
architectural name is a wagon vault ceiling.



When ships came into the docks in the South of Newham sailors 
would often lodge with local people. In the Lady Chapel there are 
two pictures of Mary and Jesus painted by a sailor from a Greek ship 
who stayed with a family in St Barnabas parish and donated them to 
the church.

Recently the church has undergone restoration funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund and you can explore the history and 
architecture of this building by a personal visit or by visiting www.
stbarnabasheritage.org.

Here are the paintings by the sailor, and on the right an
image of Mary and Jesus in stained glass in the East Window 
of the church.

One of the most interesting buildings in the area was funded 
by a Scottish millionaire who by the time he died had given 
away most of his fortune. 

Have a close look at Manor Park Old Library on the corner of 
Rabbits Road and Romford Road.
You can see his name … Andrew Carnegie. 
 
He paid for the library to be built.
Over the doorway is carved in stone “Let there be Light”.
Libraries brought opportunities to learn for ordinary people.

For many centuries there was a huge cattle fair just along 
Rabbits Road on Wanstead Flats.



The people who lived in the parish would have worked in local shops 
or small factories, or were clerks or skilled artisans, for example we 
know of a ship’s engineer who lived in Browning Road, and a Mr. 
Graydon living in Shakespeare Crescent who was a ballroom dancing 
teacher - he taught the famous film maker Alfred Hitchcock to dance. 
The church marriage registers record the marriages of a number of 
local professional footballers.

Another famous philanthropist, John Passmore Edwards, built 
Plashet Library on the edge of Plashet Park (it is now the Newham 
Registry Office).

There were lots of upmarket shops, including a Woolworths 
and a dairy called Cracknell’s.



Lots of buildings have changed their use – in the photo below
see how this Woolworths shop looks so different today.

St. Barnabas is in an area known as The Poets’ Estate because of the 
names of many of the surrounding streets (Byron, Shelley, Coleridge, 
Shakespeare, Wordsworth, Tennyson, Goldsmith, Browning).
Some of the houses have artistic decorative features, like the Art 
Nouveau date on grace Villa in Shelley Avenue. 



Many bombs fell here during the Second World War. In fact
Sir John Heron School is built on the site of an older school
which was completely destroyed by a bomb.

Several bombs fell around St Barnabas. Here’s how Gladstone 
Avenue looked after a bombing raid on the 26th February 1941. 

You may like to know more about the damage done to Manor Park 
and the people who lived through the war – maybe your street had 
houses destroyed by bombs. Look up bombsite.org to find out more.

ST BARNABAS CHURCH was built around 1900 by a well 
known architect, Sir Ninian Comper, in a style called Neo-Gothic 
or Gothic Revival.

Located in Browning road, it is the parish church for the southern 
part of Manor Park, and is now also widely used for community 
activities by people of different faiths.

When the new housing was built around 1897 Browning Road 
was just a bridle path linking Church Road to High Street North 
at Kensington Avenue. Kensington Primary School opened
 in 1901.


